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Statement of Purpose:  

As a dedicated librarian with over three decades of experience, I have witnessed and 
actively participated in the transformative journey of the library profession. Since beginning 
my career in 1994, I have navigated the waves of technological advancements, from the 
early days of digital cataloging to the current era of generative AI and virtual reality (VR). My 
involvement in various library communities at local, regional, and national levels has 
provided me with a comprehensive understanding of the evolving landscape and the 
critical role libraries play in society. 

Throughout my career, I have been committed to fostering a culture of continuous 
learning and adaptation within the library profession. I have seen firsthand how technology 
can enhance our services, making information more accessible and engaging for our 
patrons. As we stand on the brink of a new technological revolution, I am eager to continue 
being a part of the conversation that shapes the future of libraries. 

ELUNA Involvement: 

In 2018, Vanderbilt University migrated from SirsiDynix to Ex Libris Alma, where I 
played an integral role in the migration process. I was responsible for extracting data from 
SirsiDynix into a format approved by Ex Libris. Additionally, I have chaired the Alma 
Systems Committee, overseeing all aspects of Ex Libris at Vanderbilt. Our committee 
reviews release notes, submits enhancement requests, participates in the voting process, 
and encourages participation in the ELUNA conference. Several committee members have 
served in various capacities within different working groups. Personally, I have been part of 
the Leganto Working Group since 2019, becoming Deputy Coordinator in 2021 and 
Coordinator in 2023, with my term ending at ELUNA 2025. Locally, I have actively 
participated in the Ex Libris Bluegrass User Group (eBUG) and have served as its Treasurer 
since 2019. 

Future of ELUNA: 

ELUNA is a vibrant community, but its success depends on the leadership and the 
company providing the products. Continuous open communication and a willingness to 
understand each other's perspectives are essential for achieving cooperative 
understanding that benefits end users (patrons), software users (librarians), and the 
company as a whole. This is a significant challenge, but one that ELUNA can and should 
actively address. We need to be adaptable while remaining true to our core values and 
ensure that Ex Libris and Clarivate are on board. Without this key piece, any software 
development—no matter how innovative—will fall on deaf ears. 



Thank you for taking the time to consider my application for nomination on the ELUNA 
Steering Committee. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Jamen McGranahan 

Associate Director of Library Technology & 
Assessment Services 

Vanderbilt University 



ELUNA related presentations: 

* Courses & Readings Lists: Using APIs to Automate Cleaning Up Your Alma System, ELUNA 
2019, Atlanta, GA 

* GOTCHA! The Roadblocks Vanderbilt Faced Migrating to Alma/Primo VE, ELUNA 2019, 
Atlanta, GA 

* Librarians and Cybersecurity, ELUNA 2023, Los Angeles, CA 

* Going Digital @ Vanderbilt!, ELUNA 2023, Los Angeles, CA 

* Leganto Working Group Update, ELUNA 2024, Minneapolis, MN 

Other presentations: 

* Systems Administrator Tips, DRA Classic v. 2.5-1a, DRA User Group 2000, St. Louis, MO 

* System Unit Overview, ETM 5010 (2005), Trevecca Nazarene University, Nashville, TN 

* HTML for Educators, ETM 5010 (2005), Trevecca Nazarene University, Nashville, TN 

* Databases, MLI 5020 (2005), Trevecca Nazarene University, Nashville, TN 

* Practical Means of Being a Technology Leader in Academia, (group presentation) 
Tennessee Library Association 2007, Nashville, TN 

* Understanding EZProxy, Vanderbilt University 2009, Nashville, TN 

* Web Services 3.0, COSUGI 2011, Phoenix, AZ 

* Seamless Patron Data Integration of Symphony & Primo without Web Services, COSUGI 
2012, Lake Buena Vista, FL 

* Symphony Acquisitions Sharing Session, COSUGI 2014, Detroit, MI 

* Software Carpentries: Version Control with Git, 2020, Vanderbilt University 

* Software carpentries: The unix shell, 2020, Vanderbilt University 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vJru4yyBm1JqSLzRdO69BaEl6Y9BaAtx/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17v1IUlJRO1wqAPrRJ5PSFmBn5cmNIAN_/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_7KBomsb-R30WMwxudesQZCnhHHWH7vr/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QwVTbbPi8-B55Sb_b975e3YYaABHgkJ1/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1y25YOfv-kq7j9zUsuVvEO3xNSajl3zdi/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1V8v9jXEyoc7GC-D8N_G689uNCaVmpnm4/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ZvvanJUipbIlAjDMok67018U65knEFLe/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ql7oLOyVygsGBeB0iFx4ZWEf-mWJUGlu/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GHSKD2YjkDS7jc9VGXEny1Aq1cruuE6T/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_ZZ5vWO9pi4swJ668GmleqIlwa2iNKKk/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16jR2MzXaZNQqrYk7rJQRVKdjJmgirGcI/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rSCSC6LrZJsAOjYJP_4Fwh2lzzGxNZtJ/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ePdl5K9CUOnddtCNmq_XMH7kootDLhuI/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Y7f5HIiv7y5DUydF5K_e7obOW-qN8X5f/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qPU6dGnHg86ZkN5-Zs0KtEvJFvaVdyKc/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gGNNQb-g2LFZj1CVwLk8fBU9Qi3WPjgP/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=107784398563723830668&rtpof=true&sd=true
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