
 

 

 ELUNA learns Data Visualization Session Q & A 

Do you have any documentation you can share for DV? 

Emily Nilson: The best written documentation I've seen is Oracle's, which is linked in my slides. I thought 
of making my own, but it would mostly be re-creating theirs. Yoel Kortick also has video tutorials for 
building workbooks, etc.  

Can you create a dataset for an electronic collection that would display in your Discovery the latest 
titles added? 

Emily Nilson: I haven't created a set like this, though I think you can. If by Discovery you mean Primo or 
its like, then unfortunately I don't think that's possible at this time, 

Earlier Kim mentioned taking multiple subject areas and joining them in DV then going back to 
Analytics to run a report with that joined data set in DV.  Would that give you "live" data in the future 
if you re-ran the report at a later date?  

Emily Nilson: If you set the resulting data set to "Live" instead of "Cached", it would give you data that is 
as up to date as the Analytics Subject Areas themselves- that is, it would follow the same update 
schedule as Analytics fields. 

Can a workbook be published so I can embed it on a public website (e.g, library website)? If yes, does 
it still have some interactive functions? 

Emily Nilson: Not at the moment, though this is one of the questions I get frequently. Ex Libris has said in 
the past that is an Oracle limitation, not an Ex Libris one.  

Can we apply widgets or reports to others in the library, or would they still need to set it themselves? 
Mary Tuttle: You can set up widgets for anyone in your library/shared Alma instance, but individuals add 
it to their homepage themselves (using the plus button at the top right of the homepage).  

Why don't the dates order chronologically? 

Mary Tuttle: The order of the fields in Analytics visualizations matters when designating sort. I put 
together a couple of workarounds for this starting on page 54: 
https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/ 

https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/


When the day of the week was added to the DV, they seemed off: Friday, Monday, Sat, Sun, Thursday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday. 

Mary Tuttle: The order of the fields in Analytics visualizations matters when designating sort. I put 
together a couple of workarounds for this starting on page 54: 
https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/ 

For Emily, could you share more about what your experience was like transitioning from Tableau to 
DV? Or do you still use both for different things? 

Emily Nilson: I no longer have access to Tableau- a previous employer had a corporate license with a 
private server. My current institution doesn't, which is partly why I started using DV- I needed something 
at no extra cost, with a sunburst diagram option. The direct connection to Analytics was also a huge 
boon. Not needing to pull the data out of Analytics to work with it or join it to external data was a great 
plus, but I really miss some of Tableau's flexibility like being able to put whatever I want into tooltips. DV 
only lets you add quantitative fields, not qualitative data or additional graphs. But knowing how to 
structure data for Tableau, and how to write expressions for calculated fields has been really useful when 
uploading spreadsheets to DV and building workflows and workbooks.   

I'm used to making Analytic reports and widgets. Sometimes the report I designate as a widget just 
refuses to show up on the widgets list. Any thoughts as to why this might be happening? I did see a 
SalesForce case about it. Thanks. 

Emily Nilson: Usually when I see this happen, it's because the widget wasn't shared with the user (either 
specifically with their email/username or with a role). Doublecheck that widget is being shared with the 
proper users/roles in the Analytics Object List. 

Could you give an example as to what (or what situation) building a workflow makes more sense than 
just building a workbook with joined data? 

Emily Nilson: I worked on a project in which I wanted to take everything in our collection and filter it to 
things that are relevant to our Theater librarian. So, I made a very long case statement to evaluate the 
subject headings and titles to group it into "Theater" or "Not theater". Then I used a step to filter the set 
down to only items with a "Theater" value. Then I used another case statement to group them into 
"playscripts", "craft", or "history and criticism". Then another case statement to make a column for 
geographic focus using subject headings and titles. Using a workflow let me build one step on the results 
of the previous step and doing so in a way that saves as a data set means the workbook can smoothly 
load. If I'd tried to do all that in the workbook itself via calculated fields, it would have caused an 
unbearable amount of lag.   

Will we get these slides, so we have the links?  

Laura Morse: Our volunteers catalog ELUNA learns past presentation files. They are ingested into the 
repository a week or two after the live session. https://documents.el-
una.org/view/divisions/eluna=5Flearns/ 

https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/
https://documents.el-una.org/view/divisions/eluna=5Flearns/
https://documents.el-una.org/view/divisions/eluna=5Flearns/


Can you go over one more time how to use a DV data set as the basis for an analysis in Analytics? 
Emily Nilson: Sure! There is a walkthrough of this in the session recording, if anyone wants to see it in 
the UI. In Analytics, create a new analysis. When the list of subject areas pops up on screen to let you 
choose which one to base your analysis on, scroll down. Below the subject areas is a list of all of your DV 
data sets as well. Just click on the one you want to add to your analysis.   

Isn't there a way to search for a filter like in Analytics? 

Emily Nilson: If by search for a filter you mean "find a saved filter', unfortunately not. Filters in DV are 
either constructed steps of data set editing/ a data flow, or a construct within a workbook, they aren't 
independently saved objects. If you mean the part of the Analytics UI where you start to build a filter 
and can use the magnifying glass icon to do a "contains" style search for terms to select for the filter, 
that's a part of the filter UI in DV. Just start to build a filter for text data and the UI will include a search 
bar.  

Which tool would you recommend for building a report of statistics related to a list of LCSH? 

Emily Nilson: The not- very helpful answer is that it really depends on what you want to do. I'd start at 
the end and draw or list out what fields you want, and how you want your report to function (filters, 
interactive features, etc.). Then I'd work backward- do you need a filter you can paste a list into, or any 
other steps that only one of the tools can do? If that's a wash, I'd leave it up to which tool is more 
intuitive to you?  

On the bar chart, can the days/dates be put in date order? They are out of order as shown. 

Mary Tuttle: The order of the fields in Analytics visualizations matters when designating sort. I put 
together a couple of workarounds for this starting on page 54: 
https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/  

Are all the Data Visualization datasets and workbooks shared? Is it possible to create a non-shared 
workbook?  

Emily Nilson: I can see workbooks and data sets from my institution. I can also see workbooks from Ex 
Libris. I don't seem to be able to see workbooks from other institutions. However, I can see jobs from 
other institutions- with some details like the ID of who ran it, if it failed, and the name and description 
fields for the job. I can't actually open those jobs, see the data flows or data sets associated with them, 
etc., but that lack of privacy has been raised to Ex Libris. To change the access settings of your own 
workbooks, go to your DV homepage. Find the workbook you want to check, put your mouse over it, and 
click on the three vertical dots. Then click "inspect'. In the pop-up window, click on "Access" in the left-
hand menu. You'll be able to adjust which people and roles can see or edit your workbook. I haven't 
tested these settings much because there are only two of us using DV at my institution, so you may want 
to double check me on this.   

Can you use shortcuts to save the data? E.g ctrl %2B s or cmd %2B s. 

Emily Nilson: Do you mean save a workbook or a data set? If so, ctrl s does work!  

https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/


When the Day of the week is first, it is alphabetizing the days rather than going by date, is there a way 
to fix that?  

Mary Tuttle : I put together a couple of workarounds for this starting on pa: e 54: 
https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/  

When you follow-up on how to sort chronologically, can you show it in DV as well as Analytics? 

Mary Tuttle: Yes! The workaround for DV starts on page 70: 
https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/ 

Is your vendor rolodex available in Alma shared folders? 

Emily Nilson: It's not, because it's currently being revised and we're really wary of sharing our usage data 
due to licensing stipulations- part of the rolodex is a join to an external spreadsheet storing our non-
COUNTER data. I'm looking into how we could share a demo of it in the future without real data. 

Can you embed visualizations in web pages?   

Emily Nilson: Not at the moment, though this is one of the questions I get frequently. Ex Libris has said in 
the past that is an Oracle limitation, not an Ex Libris one.  

Is it correct that the rollout of MixPanel is scheduled for when a library goes live with the NDE? If so, 
this Data Visualization will no longer be available?  

Emily Nilson: I'm afraid I don't know the answer to that!  

When joining data sets, is it possible to join on a column where one data set has a single value, and 
the second set has multiple values in that column? Kind of like joining on "contains" rather than 
"matches".  

Emily Nilson: Yes, but it can be more or less complicated. In an easy but uncommon world where you're 
joining on numbers, use the greater to or equal to/ less than or equal to operators in your join. In a more 
likely scenario, you'd need to do a little pre-work by taking your data set with multiple options and 
making a new column with a case statement. So if you have data set 1 with field Fruit1 and values of 
"citrus", "berries", and "banana" that you want to join to data set 2 with field Fruit2 and values of 
"orange", "lemon", "kiwi", "blueberry", "strawberry", and "banana", you'd make a case statement in a 
new column Fruit Join in data set 2 that says CASE WHEN Fruit2 = 'orange' THEN 'citrus', WHEN Fruit2 = 
'lemon' THEN 'citrus'.... etc. And then you could make the join between Fruit1 and Fruit Join. It's a bit 
convoluted, so writing the SQL in Analytics might be easier, depending on your comparative comfort in 
SQL vs. DV interface.  

How do you make an action link in an Analytics report that can then appear in widgets? 

Mary Tuttle: There used to be slides posted online but the site seems to be defunct now. I put together 
the workflow in slides found here, starting on page 76: https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/ 

https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/%09
https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/
https://orb.binghamton.edu/librarian_fac/119/


What's the benefit to using the DV environment instead of the analytics available from the Home 
page? I've always used the Catalog etc. tabs so all of this is brand new to me - I didn't even know it 
existed. 

Emily Nilson: You can get to premade DV workbooks, or workbooks you've made yourself, from the 
Analytics catalog- they have icons next to them that look like scatter plots, and when you open them, it 
takes you into DV. In terms of the advantages of building things in DV, I think some are capabilities like 
being able to upload spreadsheets, make joins easily, or create multi-step data transformations with 
automation using data flows. Most of those involve creating a custom data set that you can then build 
reports or workbooks on using Analytics or DV. More subjective advantages include UI preference. I 
really like how to drag-and-drop the DV UI is, and how I get immediate feedback in a workbook as I make 
changes. I also personally prefer the aesthetics of DV reports compared to Analytics.   

So, there is no way to take a report in analytics and just dump the same data into DV? Or could you 
export it out as a spreadsheet/csv then bring it in that way? Just wondering if there is a way to not 
recreate the same report if it already exists in Analytics but you want it in DV. 

Mary Tuttle: As far as I know, you cannot. You could bring in the downloaded report but I'm not all of the 
calculations, formatting, etc. would carry over - I'm not positive though!  

Are the space limits mentioned earlier accurate -- 500 MB/person & 2500 MB/institution?  (They seem 
low). 

Emily Nilson: Yep! They can be found here: 
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/0
80Analytics/010Introduction/The_Basics_of_Working_with_Analytics/OAS_(Oracle_Analytics_Server)_a
nd_Data_Visualization_(DV).   

Do the Field names have to match in a data set, or does just the data have to match? 

Emily Nilson: The data type has to match. If the field names do match and you start to build a join DV 
may auto-fill in those fields as a match point. If the names don't match you can still stipulate that they 
are a match point, you just need to use the drop-down UI to select those fields manually.   

Do you happen to know to what extent NDE will affect the workflows you've outlined? 

Emily Nilson: I don't, but I'll ask for clarification.  

Thinking about Data Flows, can the output of a data flow be emailed to someone as a .csv 
attachment? 

Emily Nilson: Yes, though with intermediate steps. You could use the DV UI to export the resulting data 
set as a .csv file, then manually email it to a colleague (probably faster if this is a one-off situation). You 
could also build an Analytics report using the data set, then create a scheduled email using Alma to send 
the Analytics report to your colleague at regular intervals. More up front time but automated from then 
on out.  

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/080Analytics/010Introduction/The_Basics_of_Working_with_Analytics/OAS_(Oracle_Analytics_Server)_and_Data_Visualization_(DV).
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/080Analytics/010Introduction/The_Basics_of_Working_with_Analytics/OAS_(Oracle_Analytics_Server)_and_Data_Visualization_(DV).
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/080Analytics/010Introduction/The_Basics_of_Working_with_Analytics/OAS_(Oracle_Analytics_Server)_and_Data_Visualization_(DV).


For Data Flows that you schedule to run say once a year...what happens if the person that setup the 
flow leaves the institution.  Is the running of that data flow tied to the user that left the institution? 
Emily Nilson: That's a great question! I don't know. I'll ask Ex Libris.  

My question relates to the Comparing Functionality slide.  Is there some type of scheduled report in 
Alma that's not Analytics?  If so, can you talk a little bit more about where that's found and what sort 
of reports those are? 

Emily Nilson: There are scheduled emails that will send an Analytics report or a link to a DV workbook. 
But the interface for scheduling those emails is in Alma itself.  

Do you have any written documentation about how you built the vendor rolodex?  

Emily Nilson: It's still in revisions, but I'll put something together once it's fully approved.  

Can you clarify if "Live" is real-time or the last time the data was refreshed (i.e. yesterday)? 
Emily Nilson: When DV says "Live", it means the last time the data was refreshed. Yesterday for subject 
areas, or the last time you uploaded a spreadsheet.  

How does one join the Analytics listserv? 

Emily Nilson: At the bottom of this page (https://igelu.org/products-and-initiatives/product-working-
groups/analytics/) under the Meetings and Communications section there's a form to request to join!  

Which tool would you recommend for building a reconciliation report for purchases.  Importing data 
from procurement as excel (xls) file?  

Emily Nilson: You'd need to upload the excel file using DV, but after that you could build the report in 
either Analytics or DV.   

https://igelu.org/products-and-initiatives/product-working-groups/analytics/
https://igelu.org/products-and-initiatives/product-working-groups/analytics/

